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Veneris, xxi die Novemb. 1701, 


T is ordered at a General Meeting of 
- the Stewards for the Society of the 
County of Kent, that their hearty Fhanłs be 
given to Dr. Stanhope for his Sermon Preach. 
ed on the 2oth Inſtant at St. Mary- le- Bom; 
and that he be deſired to Print the ſame. 


Jacob Turner, Treaſuutt 
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To the Worthily Eſteemed, 


| 2 ob Turner, Mr. Richard Bra ier, 
qt. Hoveden Walker, Mr. Henry Coates, 
Edward Chapman, Mr. John Amir, 
Philip Short, Mr. Alem. Hibben, 
Thomas Boorne, Mr. William Moone, 
Thomas Motley, Mr. Valter Mallabar. 
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Wrthe Honourable SO C I ETY of 
Ithe Natives. of the County of 
KENT. 


ENTLEMEN,. 
1 Bedience to your Commands in Preach- 


ing this Sermon was a Tribute due to 

the Country, in which it hath pleaſed 
god Providence of God to place me. And 
bat Inſtance of my Reſpect to It and You I 
d theſe Commands would have reed. But 


ſince 


Dedication. 


fence You ſtill inſiſt on a more publick Teſting 
of my Diſpoſition to. ſerve You, I look upy 
ſelf entituled to ask in return, that You anl. 
our Countrymen would in good earneſt conſi 
the mighty Conſequence f Pracfiſing ( and 
am ſorry to add, the great Neceſſity of Pr: 
the Duty which makes the Subject of this] 
courſe, in the preſent CircumStannces of if 
' eſpecially. Aſſuredly, if we go on to! 
and devour one another, there needs un 
mon Enemy to finiſh our Run, for we ſhal 
conſumed one of another. May that 
who hath ſo often, and ſo wonderfully appe 
for our Preſervation, avert- this Fudgne 
and, if the following Pages have any pat 
their intended effe& towards the Preventy 
it, I ſhall then have cauſe to be thankful 
glad, that You have thought fit to require 

Demonſtration, of my being with all die 
ſpect, > 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your affectionate 
Humble Servant, 


George Staub 
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JOHN XIII. ver. latter part. 


I bave loved you, that ye alſo love one 
another. 


par 
110 
ul, 
76 
due 


HE Occaſion of our Aſſembling here this 
Morning, and the numerous Appearance 
before which I ſtand, both founded in 
>” thoſe more than common mutual En- 
ments, which thus we teſtify to be betwixt us, 
not only juſtify, but ſeem indeed to require my 
pinning this Addreſs in thoſe words of St. Paul 
the Theſſalonians, As touching Brotherly Love 1 Theſ. 4. 7 
ned that 1 ſpeak unto yon, for e Jour {elves are 
B taught 
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John 4. 11, 


taught of God to love one another. But in regard i 
is not only a very poſſible, but a very frequey 
Caſe, for Men to acknowledge themſelves obligy 
to Suties in general, without either duly conſidering 
the full and proper force of all the Motives whig 


induce ſuch Obligation ; or diſcerning the jy 


Meaſures and Degrees to which they ought i 


reaſon to aſpire : Upon thefe Accounts I could n 


but think it ſea ſonable at preſent, (omitting th 
Conſideration of the former part, A nem Commul 


ment give I unto you, that ye love one another ) t 
preſs upon you the particular Enforcement contain 
ed in this latter Clauſe of the Verſe, As I have ln 


Jon, that ye alſo love one another. 


Now this Qualification may import Two thing 
Either (1.) A Motive Why we ſhould obey; 
(2.) A Pattern or Direction How we ſhould obeyt 
Command laid down before. In the Firſt Sign 
fication it repreſents the Equity; in the Second, th 
Meaſure and Extent of our Duty. Some different 
there is among Interpreters, whether of ti 
Senſes ought to take place here. A diſagreeme 
of no great importance, ſince both, 'tis evide 
are warranted by Scripture, When St. Job» la 
Beloved, if God ſo loved us, we ought aljo to love! 
another; he juſtifies their Interpretation, who u 
derſtand the Text as a command of Love, groum 
ed upon, or at leaſt very powerfully” ſtrengthen 
by the Conſideration of Chriſt's Love to us; Al 
that We ought therefore to love others, becauſe 
hath loved us ſo very exceedingly. Again, vi 
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be fame St. John (1 Epiſt. 3. 16.) ſays, Hereby 


eve we the love of God, becauſe he laid down his | 
ife for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the ; 
three. He comes up to their Meaning, who : 
mend, that by loving one another as Chriſt loved | 
, is intended, that Our Love to the Brethren 

ould be conformed to His, as its proper Model; 

d bear a juſt proportion and reſemblance to it in 

its poſſible PerfeCtions, 

Jay in all its pofible Perfections; for we muſt 

ther have very mean and unworthy apprehen- 

"ns of Chriſt, or very lofty and extravagant No- 

ons of our ſelves, to ſuppoſe the beſt good-natur?d 

an in the World capable of equalling the kind- 

ls of this Saviour in its utmoſt Excellence. And 

krefore theſe are to be underſtood, like thoſe 

tier Expreſſions, which command us to be perfect, 

d mercifal, and holy, as, and becauſe, our Lord Matth. v. 48. 

d Father in Heaven is merciful, and holy, and per- LOO = 

#: That is, that we keep this gre:t Original al 

ys in view, and copy after it in. little; obſerving 

ch proportions, as the vaſt diſtance between God 

d Man render our Nature and Condition able to 

tan: That we make our Obligations to be like 

0d, a ſtrong Incentive to our Endeavours of be- 

po. Thus here, we are engaged to imitate the 

ove of Chriſt, to as great a Degree as we can; 

Id we are likewiſe to ſtir up our ſelves to Cha- 

y, by that very ſtrong Obligation to it, which 

Is Love of His lays upon every conſidering Chri- 

an, 
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My deſign accordingly at preſent is, 

1. Firſt, To inſtance in ſome particular Qualig. 

cations, wherein the Love of Chriſt to Mankind 

botli may and ought to be imitated by us. 

2. Secondly, To ſhew the Obligation we haue 

. to follow his Example in theſe reſpects, ariſing from 
the Contemplation of his Goodneſs to us. 

3. And then, Thirdly, To apply my ſelf to the 
Solemnity, which hath brought us together in thi 
Place, and upon this Day. | 

1. Firſt, J will inſtance in ſome particular Quz 
lifications, obſervable in the Love of Chrilt t 
Mankind, and ſuch as both may and ought to be 
imitated by Us, in Our love of one another. And 
here we ſhall do well to conſider the Bleſſed Jelus 
as our Pattern ; with regard, | 

Firſt, to the Nature of the Affection it {clf : 

Secondly, To the Object, or Perſons upon whom 
it ought to be exerciſed ; and, 

Thiraty, The Proofs to be given of it, or thoſe 
Actions of Kindneſs required ſrom us. | 

I ſhall ſpeak to theſe as briefly as the matter wil 
well bear; and under each of them repreſent tix 
Obligation which this Example lays upon us. 

1. And Fir#, With regard to the Nature of i 
Affection it ſelf. Our Bleſſed Saviour's Love to 
wards Mankind, we know, was voluntary, ane 
generous, and free. It was not the Effect ol all 
former Engagement, nor entertained out of af 
profpeQ of advantage to be obtained from the Pet 

Km. xi. 35. ſons thus belov'd. For Who, as St. Paul urges, 7 
| F 
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given to him, and it [ball be recompenſed to: biks 


I, loved God, but that He loved Us, and ſent his 
n to be the Propitiation for our Sins. The mean: 
whereof is, That all the marvellous methods of 
race, and the great things done and ſuffered for 
by Chriſt, were not by way of return to any 
mer kindneſs or deſert on our part; but the Mo- 
ons of mere Mercy, and his own Will. He 
ght not Ours but Us. His Happineſs could 


then we had delerved to Periſh, he rather choſe 
have his Mercy glorified in our reſcue from De- 
Iuttion, than to ſignalize his Fuſtice in our eternal 
Mnſhment and Ruine. And of this Choice no 
ther reaſon can be aſſigned, than his own exceed- 
ng Goodneſs, and the incomprehenſible Greatneſs 
his Love He would have Mercy, becauſe he would 
ue Mercy, And Mercy triumphed over Judg- 
ent ; not becauſe it was better for Him, but be- 
— it was more profitable for Us, that it ſhould 
1010 

Herein then our Lord hath left us an Example, 
hat we ſhould follow his ſteps, in a Kindneſs that 
noble, and free; and undeſigning. That our Love 
Would not be mean and mercenary, ſuch as only 
bes good to others with a ſecret or diſtant Inten- 
ba of lerving our ſelves; but that it ſhould ter- 


to be born, without any hope or proſpect of re- 


ate entirely in the Party to whom it is pretend- 


Ming to our profit again. And I. may well 1 
x C115 » 


awe ſuffered no diminution by our Miſery ; But, 


r 


un? And herein is love, ſays St. John, not that 1 John iv. 10. 
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this a pretended Love only, ſince in truth, why 
throughly examined, it is but an empty form an 
fair diſguiſe : And, what colour ſoever of Kind 
neſs it may be varniſhed over with, nothing þ 
Self is at the bottom. Nor is this doing good 0 
fices but driving a Trade by them, and puttin 
them out to Intereſt underhand. Which, aſicr all, 
not on the moſt Hypocritical, but the mo!! ſordi 
way of impoſing upon Mankind. For it abuſe 
the beſt and braveſt Virtue; and profanes the ſacre 
Names of Liberality and Friendſhip, by uſurpin 
the Praiſes due to theſe, while it continues not 
be diſcovered ; and, when it is, by tempting ust 
ſuſpect, that this narrow Principle is the conſte 
Spring and Rule of Mens Actions, and that there! 
no ſuch thing as true Generoſity, and diſintereſt 
good Nature, and Chriſtian Friendſhip leſt int 
World. 
It is one thing to conſider this Duty of Love, : 
mere Men; and another to conſider it as Chriſtian 
Philoſophy and Humane Prudence, when the 
urge it upon us, proceed upon Principles of Prof 
and Conyenience. They tell us of the Benefit a 
cruing from the Practice of it to private Peri 
or publick Societies: And theſe are Topicks ve 
proper for Reaſon and Policy to make uſe of forn 
commending it. But the Chriſtian Religion goes 
great deal higher. And, though it refuſe not the 
Motives, yet hath it a reſerve of others peculiar to 
ſelf. It requires us to do good, becauſe it is god, 


draws us off from the conſideration of Preſent, 
fl 


at the Kentiſh- Feaſt. 


x proſpect of Future and Greater Advantages ; 
expects that we ſhould think the Command and 
ill of our Maſter a ſufficient Inducement, though 
ere were no other to back it; that we in ſome 
ge reſemble God himſelf, who is bountiful and 
nd from the eſſential Goodneſs of his own Na- 
e and becauſe it becomes his Character to be 
And as He is beyond all Imagination liberal 
| tender, though ir be impoſſible for Him to re- 
wwe or propoſe any additional Happineſs from the 
features He ſuſtains and favours moft highly; ſo 
e, moved by an inherent Principle of Chriſtian 
erfection, ſhould not fit down firſt, and compute 
hat account our good Intentions or good Works 
turn to; but carefully obſerve thoſe Rules af 
nerolity left us by the Apoſtle, which fully ex- 
rs our Duty with regard to the Point before us; 


bings, but every Man alſo on the things of others. 


mea them unts the end; becauſe of that inexhau- 
le Spring of Goodnels, which was ever flowing, 

er preading it {elf to all who ſeek and receive its 
dmmunications : So ſhould Our Affection too lmi- 
ite His in the Conſtancy and Perſeverance, the Sin- 


N Diſimalat ion, not weary of well doing, not grow- 
d bot and cold in our Hearts, according to the 
ebbings 


ch as, Not ſeeking our own profit, but the profit of 1 Cor. x. 33, 
im. Pleaſing every one his Neighbour for his good Rom. xv. 2. 
 Eaification. Looking every Man not on his own ppil. il. 4 


0 Man ſeeking his own, but every Man another”s 1 Cor. x. 24. 
wth, And, as Chriſt, Having loved his own, John xiii, x. 


ity and Diffuſiveneſs cf our Love. It muſt be voi Rom: wil. 9: 
zalat. vi- . 
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ebbings and flow ings of uncertain Paſſion; but 
ceeding upon the ſteady Principles of Reaſon x 
Religion. Such as are always fixed and < 
ſiſtent with themſelves; and, if purſued as th 
ought, will not fail ro make us increaſe more a 
1 Thel. ii. 12. more, and to abonnd in love one towards ant 
and towaras all Mex. M hich leads me to the Seca 
Particular, wherein our Lord's Example ought 
influence us, and that is, 
IT. In the Object of this Aﬀettion ; or the Pu 
«pox whom it onght to be exerciſed. Now any bt 
{on at all acquainted with the Goſpel needs not 
be told, That Chriſt was a lover of Mani-ind 
general, and his Goodneſs extenſive above (! 
nitely above) any that ever was in the Vo 
Matth. xx.28. Himſelf tells us, That he came to give his [/ 
Ranſom for many: That he was lifted vp 
Tohn xii. 32. intention of drawing all Men to him 
John iti. 17. bt to condemn, but to ſaue That the 


John xiv. 6. OPEN, and, as 2 Man could come to the Fathe val « 

John vi. 33. Vim; ſo whoſoever ſhould come to him, he will 18 
wiſe caſt out. And laſtly, That the Malice ana 
ſtinacy of wicked Men was fo far from provoi N 
him to leave off all kind attempts of doing t * 
good, that he ſtill retained his merciful 

Mat. xxiii. 37. tions, laboured long and often to gather tholc 0 
would not be perſwaded to come in; a 111 \ 
in teaching, exhorting, arguing, rep! wing, * 
menting, and weeping over, even the moſt 10 A 
ctable, even the moſt incorrigible. That e did [5 


this, not only when he foreſaw of how litile © 


Ss. Y 


holy Labours would prove, but alſo, when the 
tinuance of them exafperated his Enemies the 
re, and brought his own Perſon and Life into 
mfeſt Hardſhip and Hazard. 

[he Apoſtles in like manner teſtify, That the 
gn and Influence of Chriſt's Death and Suffer- 
was of extent as univerſal, as the Blemiſh and 
iſhment of Adam's Sin. And as by the Guilt of 
Fir/f Condemnation came upon all, ſo by ;he Obe. rom.y. 12,18. 
of the Second Adam the free Gift came upon All 

Juſtification of Life : That He came into the 

ld, with a purpoſe ta taſte Death for every Man; fcbr. ii. . 
ſave even the chief of Sinners; To make the, Tim. i. 15. 
wand Strangers nigh unto God, by reconciling E pt. if. 1, 2. 
| to Him, and uniting them into the ſame 

n Body with one another; and, in a word, 

In this chiefly h Lore of God commendeth it Rom. v. d. 
mods us in t hat while we were yet Sinners, that. 
emics and Rebels, Chriſt died for ws... 

lat now can any Man conclude from hence, 

Nat in who are commanded to love one an- 


6 Chriſt hath loved us, muſt open their Hearts 
and ſtretch their Affect ions as far as he did 
That no part of Mankind ought to be ex- 
ch and that a narrow neſs of Spirit can by no 
de excuſed in a Chriſtian, which confines all 
cb within. thoſe very ſtrait. Lines, which 
Nature, or Fortune, or private Profit, or 
kl Obligations, have drawn about us. My 
Ws (you are ſenſible) is this, That we mult 
" our next Neighbours only, for this is a. 
C pain 


— 
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point of Convenience; Nor our Acquaintance on 
for this is the effect of Inclination, and we do ith 

our pleaſure ; Nor our Friends only, for this is x 

uired in Gratitude, and common Juſtice ; W 

thoſe from whom we hope to receive Benefit oi 

for this is no more than Intereſt would adv 

Nor our Relations only, for this is the dictate 

mere Nature; Nor thoſe who are of the fan 

Church, or Opinion with us only, for that is bu 

ſerving and valuing our Selves. This is nom 

than the Sordid, the Covetous, the Proud, 
Voluptuous, the Publicane and Heathen, the [; 

or the Samaritane would do; But the Chrilt 

muſt do a great deal more. He is to diſtingu 

himſelf by 1 F degrees of Goodneſs; ever 

1 Tim, vi. 10. going good to all Men, as he hath opportunity; by p 
ting on Bowels of Charity for the moſt Miſerit 

the moſt Deſpicable, the moſt Neglected, them 
Miſtaken, the moſt Obſtinate ; the Worſt of M 

the Bittereſt of Enemies, the moſt Revengeul! 
Implacable that even thirſt after his Blood. Fo 

all this Chriſt is our Pattern, who died, ande 

in the inexpreſſible Agonies of that moſt pal 

Death prayed for the very Wretches that lo! 

ciouſly proſecuted, ſo barbarouſly tormente 
murthered him. And therefore well might 

Toh iv. 31,32. Apoſtle urge as he does: Let all Bitte 
Call. iti. 13. and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and © 
ſpeaking be put away from you, with «ll Ms 

And be ye kind one to another, tender-heartth 

bearing one another, and forgiving one another, 
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# have 4 quarrel againſt any; even as Chriſt” for- 
we jou, Jo alſo do ye, If the moſt grievous Provoca- 
ns could have hardened our Saviour againſt us; If 
y Worthleſneſs could have wrought in Him Con- 
mpt of our Condition, we muſt have continued 
ferable and loſt to all Eternity. And therefore, 
hey, who love as He did, will not abhor the loweſt 
tate of the moſt forlorn Wretches, will not ſuffer 
emoſtdiſobliging, the moſt ſpightful Behaviour, 
erly to extinguiſh all Tenderneſs and Compal- 
jon, no not to the moſt unworthy Man alive. 


e generally well enough content to allow: Thoſe 
te deſirous to be thought Chriſtians, They will, 


Revenge; and that they would not for all the 
World bear Malice, no not in thought, againſt any. 


Ness their Hearts to be in this matter, how 
nwverſal ſoever their Charity and Good-will to the 


ible, that very little of this general and unre- 
many who pretend to it in the higheſt degree. 
at the Love of Chriſt ought to be imitated in the 
j luppoſing that they love all Men, while they 


9 nlider Chriſt as our Pattern. 


Theſe are ſuch Truths, as People in cold Blood 
ople, I mean, who conſider Religion at all, and 


the moſt part, freely declare againſt Hatred 
n breathing. But, however clear they may 


hole World; yet; it is but too common and too 
fved Charity appears in the outward Carriage 
lt therefore, They, whoſe Reaſon convinces them 
mixerlality of it, ſhould delude their own Souls, 
acly profeſs to do ſo, I thought it neceſſary to 


C 2. 3. Thiraty, 
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endleſs; ſince every Action, every Word of Hi 


diverſified in its Circumſtances, as the Wiſdom f 
whoſe more immediate Benefit it was intended 
made ſuch Variety requiſite. In this he was { 
and frame our own by that Model, to practiſe tit 


ſinful ſordid Souls as Ours can never aſpire tod 


ſelf: Though the effect of the kind Inclinations 


3. Thirdly, With regard to the Proofs of tþ 
Love, or the Inſtances wherein it ought to he, 
preſſed. For they, who love one another as hel 
ved a, muſt, according to their power, and g 
occaſions offer, be ready to give the ſame Evideny 
of their Affection, which he was pleaſed to do g 
His: And what that was, the Hiſtory of his Li 
and Death takes very particular care to acquaint i 

To enter into the detail of theſe Proofs wer 


was a freſhone.; Or rather, All he did, and taught 
and {uffered, in the whole courſe of his appearig 
in our Nature, was but One continued act of Loye 


the Agent, and the Occaſions of the Perſons f 


conſtant, ſo perfect, ſo lively, and heroick a fat 
tern, that we need only contemplate his Behaviour 


Virtue in its utmoſt Excellence, For though ſud 
the Perfections of this Son of God, who is Loet 


we may have, can never be ſo great and (> dilfulin 
as His, by whoſe kindneſs unſpeakable Benctits& 
volve upon all Mankind; Yet we ihall do act 
COPY after this great Original ſo far as we cal 
and that we are more eſpecially concerned to do, l 
theſe three Particulars. | 


1. Fith 


ac” ——— 
n 


1. Firſt, In ſuiting our Expreſſions of Love to 
ople's Circumſtances, in ſuch a manner as may 
moſt proper and profitable for them. When 1 
ged the extending our Charity to all Mankind, 
nder the Second Head) my meaning was not, 
her that we ſhould love all Men equally, or that 
are to give the ſame proofs of our Affection to 
| alike, Neither of theſe is reaſonable, Neither 
much as poſſible. But in regard (by the Fir 
alifcation I laid down) our Love ought to be 
xerous and free; and terminate in the Perſons 
od to whom we profels it: It follows neceſſarily 
m hence, that in doing Acts of Kindneſs, we 
not to conſider our own Convenience, ſo much 
Theirs to whom we do them. And here again 
ue not always to be governed by Opinion but 
ith, aiming at what will profit moſt, rather 
an what would pleaſe beſt. It is therefore high- 
neceſſary that we ſtudy Mens wants, in order 
becoming as uſeful as we can: And, as our 
led Lord ſometimes inſtructed and exhorted, 
detimes cheriſhed and fed his Hearers by Mi- 
e ſometimes reproved, and upbraided their 
ults with great Severity; So We in like manner, 
we will follow his Example, muſt diſpenſe to 
Khas we our ſelves are able, and his Condition 
Pires, To the Needy we mult bring Relief; 
the Opprefſed and Injured, Protection ànd Aſſi- 
nc; to the Honeſt Well meaning and Igno- 
nt, Inſtruction; to the Weak, Encouragement ; 
ne Sorrowful, Comfort; to the Wicked, Re- 
is proof ; 
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proof; and to the Scandalous and Incorrigi 
Shame and Punithment ; Forgiveneſs to our Bx 
mies; Prayers and good Wiſhes to all the Won 
In a word, Chriſt's Behaviour is a Rule to us 
doing All the good we can; and doing it to g 
Many as we can; and doing it in the Be 
and moſt Prudent Manner that we can, Ay 
rather to hazard the doing ſomewhat that may x 
pear harſh, and give diſpleaſure; than by too pre 
a tenderneſs not to offend, and under the dilgy 
of Value and Friendſhip, to do what in truth is d 
part of an Enemy. Which leads me to the Sy 
articular in our Saviour's Behaviour, neceſſary; 
be obſerved and imitated by us. And that is, 
2. That we make it our principal Endeavour 
expreſs our Love in Acts of Kindneſs to the Saul 
of Men. Our Saviour, *tis true, was very me 
ciful to the Bodies of Men. He ſuſtained thi 
Hunger, he healed their Diſeaſes, he releaſed thet 
from the Torment and Bondage of Evil Spirit 
and he died at laſt to purchaſe eternal Redemptic 
tor This Viler, in conjunction with the Other mo 
Valuable part of us. But ſtill in all theſe, and 
his other Acts of Mercy, he had regard chief) 
the Souls of Men; and thoſe very Miracles, wil 
beftowed Bodily Health and Soundneſs, had] 
a farther end in view; and were deſigned tor ti 
gaining them over to Holineſs and Truth. And 
this —_— Life and Health it was, that tis 
true, their great Happineſs conſiſted. Thus allo 
muſt ſhew all the kindneſs we can to Men in e 
kind and capacity. But chiefly ſhould we 
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ly Chriſtian, which does not always keep God 
VO 1 Heaven'in its Eye, and direct the good Works 
does, to the Salvation and Amendment of the Par- 
oo whom they are done. All other Obligations 
ich the Body alone is profited, are of ſo little 
aue in compariſon, that St. Paul, who yet was 
yer behind hand in Gratitude, ſpeaks of thoſe 
eople with. an Air of Diſdain, (if any ſuch there 
ere) who thought them equal. If we (ſays he) 
ge ſown unto you ſpiritaal things, is it a great matter 2 Cor. . 11. 
we [ball reap your carnal things But, if the kind- 
geb to Mens Souls be fo much 28 ſo much 
note to be choſen and practiſed, than any that 
an be done to their Bodies or Fortunes: How far 
m the Love in my Text is That, which Men pre- 
end, to draw their Friends and Companions into 
vin by, and under pretence of honouring the out- 
ard, deſtroy the inward Man ? Sure Theſe of all 
Mankind muſt not pretend to obey the Command 
here, Let there, I beſeech you, be no ſuch Spots as 
tleſe in Our Feaſts of Charity, as St. Jude reproves 
ſome with, who fed themſelves without fear. This 
5 not Courteſy, but Treachery and Cruelty ; not 
Civility and Entertainment, but Brutality, and even 
more than Brutes exceſs; a Scandal to Humane 
Nature, a Contradiction to Chriſtian Charity: For 
lurely They, whoſe Profeſſions of Friendſhip tend 
to the damning thoſe, whom he took ſo much pains 
fave; do leaſt of all Men living, love one ano- 
tler, as Chriſt hath loved them. 
3. Upon this Principle of Chriſtian Charity de- 
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f ning the o0d of Mens Souls chiefly, 1s Qroun 
the Reaſonableneſs of my Third Particular, 
which Chriſt hath likewiſe ſet us an Examyk 
And that is, tho thinking no In Aſtance, nc 
whereby we may teſtify this Love, and. prof 
others, too great; but being ready and willing : 
promote the eternal Good of our Fellow Chriſtin, 
at the expence of any temporal Inconvenience a 
Hazard. St. John, you muſt needs allow, hath carrie 
this point very high, when arguing expreſly, That 
« Chriſt laid down his Life for Vs, we oaght tg h 
down our Lives for the Brethren. But Chriſt woult 
not have thought the Bodies of Men, or any Ten: 
poral Happineſs, a Cauſe or Conſideration. ſuf 
cient for his Death and Sufferings. The reaſon 
this great Work coſt ſo much, was, becauſe it va 
to redeem; their Souls. And each of theſe, He 
who bought them, hath taught us to prize abo 
the whole World. Since therefore the Body i 
not the Man, but only the leaſt and mean 
part of him ; when the parting. with This my 
prove an Inſtrument of great and manifeſt a0. 
vantage to our own, or anothers Soul, the lay: 
iog down our Life in ſuch a caſe is agreeabk 
to that general Rule in Traffick and humane Pr 
dence, of exchanging a leſs for a greater Value 
But We, who are commanded upon occaſion to 
expoſe or ſacrifice, our Lives, are no where com- 
manded, or ſo much as permitted, to commit 4 
wilful Sin for the ſake of any Man. And the re 
{on is, becauſe this brings the Soul into. manitel 
Hazard and Ruine; God can make a Man goo 
amens 
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ds for the loſs of This Life, but there can no 
nds be made for the loſs of the Next. He that 
to advance the Salvation of others, takes the. 
t Courſe for making both them and himſelf 
v7 3 but he that ſins againſt God, in pretended 
e to another, does Him no good, and Himſelf 
rtain harm. And even Chriſt, who is our 
dard in this caſe, would not, could not fin or 
amn'd to ſave the World. And though we are 
under the ſame Impoſſibilities, yet muſt be un- 
the like firm Reſolutions, never to run the 
of being eternally miſerable, for the ſake of 
the deareſt Friend alive. Any thing ſhort of 
b agreeable to the Duty of /oving as Christ 
4; but this were to hate and to deſtroy our 
es, which is neither reaſonable in its own na- 
h nor agreeable to that Love of our ſelves, 
ich Chriſtian Charity hath made the meaſure of 
Love to Others. Do, and Suffer, and Die for 
mwe may; but Sin for their Sake, we muſt not. 
I abſurd, as well as unlawful to deſire ſo dange- 
ven Experiment of Love and Friendſhip; and 
ey who give it, neither underſtand his Precepts, 
follow his Example. Who, though he grudged 
dulfering or Hardſhip upon our account, yet 
er leſt us Pattern or Permiſſion, of being con- 
to part with our Innocence at any rate. 

iter inſiſting thus long on the Words, as 
kepreſent Chriſt's Love to be the Meaſure 
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his Eove the Motive or Argument of Qurs, 8 - 
implies that we ought to /ove: one another, becauſe , 
loved ws. For, Who are we, in compariſon of Hin 
that we ſhould grudge that to our Equals, which, 
condeſcended to, for the benefit of poor Wietche 
ſo many degrees his Inferiours. But why do 
talk of Degrees, where there is no manner of pi 
portion? For none indeed there is, none can be 
between God and Man, Creator and Creature, I. 
finite and Nothing. Can any Love be Fought ro 
great, when provoked by ſuch an Example? I {ai 
we were in compariſon of God as nothing; Gin 
me leave to call that Word back again, for in ven 
truth we were worſe than Nothing. As thereto 
the vaſt diſtance between the Son of God and us, 
Creatures, is an Argument for the Freedom ar 
Generoſity of our Love; that it ſhould proceed 
without proſpect of Return, and ſerve thoſe wit 
are leaſt able or likely to recompence Us; So, wie 
we conſider our ſelves, as loſt and wicked Sinners 
this enforces the Second Qualification, and ſhew 
that we ought to make it univerſal. For how ſhi 
We dare to exclude whom God hath not excluded 
What Unworthineſs can be a Bar to our Aﬀections 
when we conſider, that all our dependance, all of 
hope, is in the Worth and Merits of another 
What Provocation can be ſo grievous, what Fi. 
mity 10 fierce, as ſhould, with any colour d 
reaſon, hinder them from Forgiveneſs and Reco 
ciliation; who, if they be not forgiven ten t 
{and times more, muſt be undone to all Eterni!Y) 

nah, 
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n Faults upon this condition only, that they 
m their Hearts forgive the Offences committed 
zinſt themſelves? Once more : How can we 
nk any proof of our Love too much, when Chriſt 
+ done and ſuffered ſo much more for us, than 
edo, or can do for one another ? For never can 
Condeſcenfion, the Meekneſs, the Patience, 
Sorrow and Anguiſh, of his myſterious Incar- 
on, his afflicted Life, his ignominious and pain- 
Death, Never can theſe meet with, I will not 
aParallel, but any Inſtance of Charity, fit to 
amed with them? What then can we do in any 


eches are We, how ingrateful, how inſenſible, 
er having received more than can be expreſſed, 
refule to pay back a very little? I ſay, to Pay 
;; for this is the only method we have left of 
reſing our Love and Thanks to Chriſt him- 
; ſince in as much as we do it to the leaſt of 
# his Brethren, we do it unto Him. | 
The Duties I have hitherto been urging concern 
as Chriſtians at large, but when Chriſtianity 
its and perfects, it is plain it cannot evacute our 
tural Obligations. Theſe therefore ſtill continue 
P another Meaſure and Rule of our Behaviour, 
direft vs what ſort of good Offices are due from 

hriſtian to another, in proportion to the dif- 
it Relations and Capacities in which one Chri- 
n ſtands to another. Now of theſe Some, we 
V ariſe from the being incorporated into the 
D 2 _ ſame 


„ who are allowed to expect forgiveneſs of their 


able meaſure like his Love to us? What 
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fame Societies, and joined in the fame Intereſt, 
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Members of one Body Politick: Others again i 
are which engage us yet more ſtrictly, and d 
this knot of mutual Affection cloſer, by reaſy 
our being tied together, as making up a Lin), 
I may ſo ſpeak, or diſtiact part of that more cu 
prehenſive Body. The Former regards us, 2 
the ſame Nation; The Latter, as of the {i 
County. Thus far *tis manifeſt this Day's So 
nity publiſhes the Senſe of our reciprocal Ende 
ments. And in this Senſe we are not ſingular; 
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other Counties too declare it N in the 
lame way. But yet, if I miſtake not, the Lo 
and Tenderneſs I have all this while been πꝗ \ 
ing to, is in a more peculiar manner what beg 
Us; and hath ſome Arguments to enforce te 
ctice of it, which can be applied to None with ga 
to Few if any Engliſhmen with equal Reaſon, an 1 
therefore I would fain hope to None with I-88 i! 
Succeſs, than to the Natives and Inhabitant ni 
that County, to whoſe Honour and Improem f 
the preſent Feſtival is dedicated. Of thel: l. 
time will not ſuffer me to mention All, and tt m 
fore I ſhall content my ſelf with Three only er 
ſeat. Now they are (1.) The Genius and 149888) 
per of our People. (2.) The Situation e 
Country: And, (3.) The Advantages we inn 
enjoy above our Neighbours for the practice d be 
Vertue in particular. | S I 
(.) The Genius and Temper of our Fegg 

mi 


repreſented, by ancient Hiſtorians to be pl 
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diſpoſed to Courage and Bravery, Humanity to- 
wards Strangers, Generoſity towards all Men, 
and Forgiveneſs of Enemies and Injuries. A nobler 
Character than this could not be given, and, con- 
ſidering us not as Men only but as Chriſtians, we 
may 105 moſt juſtly, that it is the very Spirit of 
the Goſpel. For among all the Inſtitutions that 
Learning and Philoſophy have propagated in the 
World, there is not any comparable to the Reli- 
gion of Jeſus: This above all others is contrived 
Joo enlarge Mens Hearts; to cure and correct that 
narrow, ſordid, ſelfiſh Principle that is the ground 
W of all the Injuſtice and Uncharitableneſs in the 
World: Nay, | may add of all the Malice and 
W Revenge too; for this is an irregular and falſe 
W Courage, it it indeed deſerve to be called Courage, 
with the addition of any the moſt abating Epithet. 
True Greatneſs of Soul is never ſo conſpicuous, as 
in paſſing by private Injuries, and acting upon a 
rally publick Spirit. And the more we depart 
from this, either by undue purſuits of perſonal 
Intereſts, or by a vindictive Temper, the more 
mean and baſe and cowardly we are. Since thentheſe 
are the Colours, theſe the Beauties, in which the 
Diſpoſitions of our Country men have been formerly 
Fawn ; and ſince they who drew them thus were 
[under no Temptation of Partiality, to ſer them in a 
beter than their own Native Light: It follows, that 

Ine Virtues deduced from my Text, are ſuch, as 
dot only our Duty obliges us to, but (which is a 
mighty Advantage) ſuch as our Birth and Deſcent 
ſeem. 
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ſeem to have framed us for. And He that Preachs 
Love and Charity to Kenriſh-Men, does in ct: 
but urge them not to degenerate from the glorigu; 
Qualities of their Anceſtors. He tells them, that 
what other Men acquire, they are in a manner 
born with. Which renders Them more inexc! 
{able than common Men, if, forbearing to cultixat: 
rheſe Sceds of Goodneſs, they ſhall not only a0 
contrary to their Religion, but at the fame tim: 
{tain the Honours of their Race, and reflect back; 
Scandal on the Place that gave them Birth. Le 
us conſider, I beſeech you, how highly it con. 
cerns cvery Member of this Society, to ſee that 
what was Truth in former Ages, may not be cen- 
ſured for Falſhood or Flattery in the preſent 
The Huſtrious Characters of Anceſtors are but i 
Reproach inſtead of Glory to them that retain no 
Marks of the Breed, except thoſe polluted Enſign 
of Honour, which ſerve but to upbraid their now 
unworthy Bearers. And while we ſhew thc 
World in this Days, Eſcutcheons, with what nobl: 
Patterns of Virtue our Country is enriched ; it 
but heaping Sharae upon our ſelves, if our Bel: 
viour at the {ame time give them occaſion to 
{ay, that this once Fertile, but now Neglected, 
Soil, brings forth Thiſtles for Wheat, and Cockle in. 
ſteaad of Barley. | 

(2.) The mutual Charity and Affection in mi 
Text is ftill more becoming, more neceſſary '0 
Us in particular, if we reſpe& the Situation of du 
Country. We read that the Gallantry of *. wes 

at 
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Withers was ſo remarkable, as not only to deſerve, 
ut even to claim the Front of the Battel, in all 
\ſaults and Engagements heretofore. Had they 
ot done ſo, yet Nature, in truth, hath done it 
xr them; placing us in the Poſt of Honour, and 
xpoſing us foremoſt to the Dangers and In ſolts of 
greign Invaders. Thus is the Safety of our Na- 
jon conſulted by a double Barrier; That of the 
a, and Navigable Rivers wherewith our Coun— 
y is encompaſſed; And next by the Courage of 
zlnhabitants; M ho always did, and, I hope, al- 
dus will, give them that have the hardineſs to 
Wicmpt them, a very warm reception. But cer- 
unly no humane Conſideration ought to prevail. 
ore powerfully tor Amity and Concord, and 
ey Branch of Chriſtian Love and Kindneſs, 
an This I am now upon. You know our Savi- 
rs Maxim, and you cannot but know it to be 
unded in the very Reaſon and Nature of Things, 
lat, 4 Honſe or Ringdom divided againſt it jelf 
wt tand. But (till the danger of ſuch Diviſions 
be vaſtly leſſened or increafed, according to 
apart cf the Houſe or Kingdom, in which ſuch 
ſention ſhall happen moſt to rage. It threatens: 
une from any part, 'tis true; but yet, while 

that lie backward, or far within the Houſe, 
© at no very good Agreement, if they that 

ep the Door tand unanimous and firm, tlic 

emy without will find the leſs account from 

e at a diſtance, who can neither come out to 

lim, nor have a power to let him in. my 

tlie 
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| land, which is our utmoſt boundary on any (id: 
But then you evidently ſee withal, that it is more 


a. 


the Outguards fall foul upon one another, while 
they ſhould act in concert againſt the Common 
Foc; No Strength, no Reſolution will afterwards 
be able to fave the reſt, when once they that 
ſhould have kept the firſt Approach have given 
him entrance; and put it paſt their skill to 
ej2& an Invader, which it had been very eafic for 
them before to repel. The Application of this 
Proverbial Similitude is ſo natural and obvious, 
that I know you have gone before me in making 
it, not to Ours only, but to every County in Er 


the Caſe of Ours, than that of any other, in the 
preſent juncture of Affairs. A mighty Prince of 
inſatiable Ambition, is framing to himſelf every day 
new pretences to juſtihe his Attempts of rendring 
his Dominions as large as his Defires ; One who 
will be ſure to profit himſelf of every Advantage, 
and One who cannot have a more fatal Advantage 
put into his Hands, than the Quarrels of Them 
who uſed to check Invaders, and whoſe Pot it 
mult be, by making good their part to ſecure ie 
whole. This is what ought effectually to awakl 
and unite us. We may ſay therefore, witholl 
arrogating too much to our ſelves, that the joiſt 
Affections and throughly good Correſpondence o 
this County are, as matters now ſtand, one of tit 
moſt probable humane Securities to the Kingdoſ 
in general. And, as we have the peculiar Honol 
of retaining to this day indelible Monuments of Ol 
FreedoM 
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dom 3 ſo let us remember that thoſe Monu- 
ts are wing to the unanimous Reſolutions of 
who reſolved as one Man rather to ſubmit 
heath, than diſhonourable Conqueſt. Had they 
(vided into Parties and Factions, the Com- 
vn of Smwanſcomb had never found a place in 
annals, nor the Memorial of that moving 
xd added to this Day's Pomp. And ſhould, 


| {o far as to get footing upon Eng/iſþ Ground 
n Next under Providence, nothing can ſave us but 
ty, Nothing deliver us over to irretrievable De- 
ion, but the Feuds and Animoſities, the ſepa- 
Intereſts and angry Jealouſies, that break and 
pate a force, which if collected and firm were 
achfor any that ſhould dare to attack it. So 
Love and reciprocal Friendſhip, ſo much a 

ck (which is but another name for a truly 
nſtzo) Spirit, the Concern and Safety of the 
ion in general; ſo much of our part of the Na- 
gparticular : So ſtrong a Defence at All times, 

lately neceſſary eſpecially at this time. | 
(3,) The laſt Motive 1 ſhall mention to this 
Iu, ariſes! from the particular Advantages we 
9: The early Settlement of Chriſtianity in theſe 
5; And when its Beauties were eclipſed, and 

its Being almoſt loſt in the Darkneſs and 
Muptions of Ignorance and Superſtition, It's revi- 
N lere again, and ſhining forth in full Purity 
Caſte : (For this Prerogative too ſeems to be- 
8 to Our Country, which had the Honour of 
E giving 


ich God forbid, the Deſigns of our Enemies pre- 


1 


— = 
—— — 535 — _”— » a” a — —— 4. WW —vꝛͤ— eo A — m m 

* 

1 "a. - * 

= oy , 

- = - 2 - 
* 
© me 4 - . 2 % 5 
%% * * - . 1 


* — _— * — — „ 


CE ns. 


giving Bixth to that Queen of Immortal Mey 
-who eſtabliſhed the true Religion among us 

its ſtill unmoved, and T hope for ever unmoys 
Baſis) The Pre-eminence of furniſhing two 
copal Sees, One, the Metropolis of the Whole R 
dom: The many large and noble Foundatig 
Charity; The number of our Nobility, The! 
quity and Significance of our Gentry, The e 
even of our Commonalty, The-Mulritude of 
Inhabitants, TheBfavery of our Mariners, The 
duſtry of our Artificers, The Benefit of our C 
merce, The Fruitfulneſs of our Soil, The Varig 
our Product and Manufactures: Theſe are Privig 
in which Abroad we have none to compare 
us; and even at Home, in Some of them we har 
County ſo much as our Rival, in Each of them 
have none our Superior. And now it were e 
would the time permit me to do it with Deceal 
to ſhew, how Some of theſe furniſh us with Knd 
ledge, Others with Examples, Others with 4 
lities, Others with proper Occaſions, of doing g 
And All conſpire to promote that mutual Kind 
and truly Chriſtian Affection, which our Bit 
our Religion, and (as appears by this Metin 
our Inclination too hath kindled in us, 4 U 
that, like Faith, muſt be evidenced by its Frut 
for this too without good Works is an en! 
Skeleton, a Body without à Spirit, utterly uſck 
and dead. Let it therefore be our Care to impi0 
this and every ſuch happy Opportunity to allt 
good Purpoſes-it was deſigned or can be n 
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Let Us who are of One County be wi of 
Heart and of one Soul; Pious and faithful Sons 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, Loyal Subjects to our 
and Glorious Defends fare! zealous for 
(ommon- Safety and © Intereſt of Exg/and ; 
[and oi, in all our Proceedings; Liberal 
the Poor, and Charitable towards all Men : So 
we one day meet in a better (Lhad almoſt 
| that only better) Country, the Spiritual and 
prenly 7 that Land of Promiſe*to which 
trance is opened; by the Holy Jeſus,” for all 
d that keep his Command ments, and approve 
ves His Diſciples, by loving one another as he 
bined them. Which God grant us all Grace 
5 ud accept from us what to Him with the 
her d Holy Spirit is moſt, due, Honour and 
le, Adoration and e 9 
for germore. n I 
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 Nowemiber 17 1698 ar St. Dlaiy-te- Bow, | 
by John Pettes, B. D. ReBtor of een 
 Northamptoaſvire, and Chaplain to her Lat 
jeſty's Regiment of Horſe, Commandcd ! 
Honourable Ma jor-General Lamley. 


A Sermon preabhed before the Hono 
. . of the Natives of the County ol 


Novem. 16. 1699. at St. =" Aa ok Lon 
Edward Brown, A'M. andR of 7 angleyi0 


A Sermon : preached, before the Hond 
Society of the Natives of the County 0 
' Novem. 21. 1100. at St. Mary:te-Bow, Lo 
Miliam Aſſbeton, D. D. Reftor of Becken 
Kent, and Chaplain to His Grace the 
Ormond. 


